
Lessons Learned from 

the 1989 Exxon Valdez Oil Spill

 Think long term regarding impacts and recovery 
(1-2 decades)

 Consider both offshore marine and coastal ecosystems 

and multiple levels of food chain

 Natural variation in marine and coastal ecosystems will confound 

understanding of recovery

 Pre-spill data critical for assessing injury to resources and recovery
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BP schematic showing the well and relief well.




