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Overview



$0

$500

$1,000

$1,500

$2,000

$2,500

0

2

4

6

8

10

12

1985 1987 1989 1991 1993 1995 1997 1999 2001 2003 2005 2007 2009 2011 2013 2015

M
ill

io
ns

 o
f A

cr
es

M
illions of Dollars

Area burned and suppression expenditures
1985 - 2015

Year



Wildfire

Large Fire IMT 2 (Other)

Emerging < 24 Hr

Emerging > 24 Hr

Active Wildfires, Alaska, July 6 2016

129,861 Acres to date 
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Alaska, July 8 2015
2,305,316 Acres
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Wildfire

Large Fire IMT 2 (Other)

Emerging < 24 Hr

Emerging > 24 Hr

Active Wildfires, CONUS, July 6 2016
2,179,306 Acres to date 

Notable Events
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Notable Events
Erskine Fire, CA (48,000 acres)

• June 23rd

• Burned 238 homes
• 2 fatalities

Cedar Fire, AZ (46,000 acres )
• June 15th

• On June 28th 6 firefighters deployed 
their fire shelters, no injuries

Pine Fire, CA
• June 15th

• Highest potential for growth

Erskine Fire, CA

Cedar Fire, AZ
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Notable Events

Hot Pot Fire, NV (123,000 acres)
• July 2nd

• Burned 90,000 acres in first 24 
hours

Time lapse of plume development during 
the first hour:
https://youtu.be/sQp0BXcsKk4
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Drought and Tree Mortality in California

• Drought persists through the fall, 
despite increases in precipitation 
from El Niño last winter

• Predicted La Niña could lead to 
dryer conditions

• Recent survey estimated 66m
dead trees in the southern Sierra 
Nevada
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Tree Mortality and Fire in California

Dead trees with red needles, are more 
flammable than live trees. 
After needle drop, the standing dead 
trees generally do not pose an increased 
risk of wildfire. 
Once the trees fall, the potential to 
increase fire severity returns with the 
increased amount of large fuel on the 
forest floor.
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Federal Fire Science Coordination Council

Initial meeting on June 8th

• Early scoping
• Membership
• Charter
• Products/Outcomes
• First ‘Real’ meeting October 12-

13 in D.C.

Ft. McMurray, CA
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Ft. Collins, CO Missoula, MT
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Tactical risk aversion
‘Smart money’ is on acquiring 
resources and practicing 
aggressive suppression.

Strategic risk management
Improved social environment 
for proactive mitigation, sharing 
risk across stakeholders, and 
reduction of uncertainty around 
‘less aggressive’ suppression. 

How do we successfully approach wildfire risk?





Questions?
matthewgrollins@fs.fed.us
202.288.4535
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