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I. Call to Order and Introductions 
Subcommittee on Disaster Reduction (SDR) Chair David Applegate (USGS) called the meeting to 
order at 10:01 a.m.   
 
II. Approval of Meeting Minutes 
The February Meeting Minutes were approved with no abstentions or oppositions. 
 
III. Report from the Chair 
Subcommittee Chair David Applegate (USGS) opened his report by commenting that it would 
helpful for the SDR to get a sense of what opportunities the Federal stimulus package holds for 
disaster risk reduction efforts.  He encouraged members to seek details about what funds are 
going/can go to activities related to implementation of the Grand Challenges. 
 
Applegate (USGS) stated that the stimulus package contains funds for the U.S. Geological Survey 
(USGS) to enhance earthquake, volcano, and streamgage monitoring.  The bill’s language also calls 
for improvements to The National Map and LIDAR (Light Detection and Ranging) programs.   
 
Margaret Davidson (NOAA) stated that the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration 
(NOAA) has also received stimulus funds for mapping.  NOAA and the USGS are currently 
synchronizing efforts to digitally model the Earth using LIDAR sensing platforms. 
 
Sheila Duwadi (DOT) stated that the Department of Transportation is receiving stimulus money to 
fund shovel-ready projects but not for research and development. 
 
Stephen Carruth (FEMA) reported that the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) is 
receiving additional funding for homeland security-type programs and projects.  Carruth mentioned 
that stimulus money will also go to retroactively fund hazard mitigation grant projects in Los 
Angeles. 
 
Stephen Clark (EPA) told members that stimulus funds flowing to the Environmental Protection 
Agency (EPA) are being allocated for waste and drinking water programs and to cleaning up 
Superfund sites. 
 
Jon Kolak (OSTP) noted that the Office of Science and Technology Policy (OSTP) and the Office of 
Management and Budget (OMB) are working to release the OSTP/OMB Fiscal Year 2011 Budget in 
May.  He stressed that the timeframe of the FY 2011 budget cycle will be compressed and informed 
members that OSTP will request a quick turnaround time once it calls for agency input.     
 
David Applegate (USGS) reminded members about the 2009 Annual Hazards Research and 
Applications Workshop, July 15th—18th, 2009, at the Omni Interlocken Resort, just outside of 
Boulder, Colorado.  Members should inform Dave or the Secretariat (ewallace@grs-solutions.com) if 
they are interesting in attending. 
 
IV. Report from the Vice-Chairs 
Vice-Chair Margaret Davidson (NOAA) stated that the next step for the GCRP/SDR/USGEO one-
pager would be transmittal to the USGEO and GCRP for review.  She hoped that the triad of 
subcommittees would reach agreement on the document by early spring.  
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Applegate (USGS) noted that the goal of this effort is to produce a document that will give OSTP a 
well-measured sense of the potential for interagency collaboration in this arena.   
 
Davidson (NOAA) reported that the Department of Homeland Security (DHS) Science and 
Technology Directorate is funding a National Academies study on the role of the private sector in 
disaster risk reduction.       
 
V. Report from the NSTC Liaison 
Jon Kolak (OSTP) recapped the presentation Jamie Rhome gave at the SDR’s February meeting and 
asked members whether they thought forming a storm surge/coastal inundation (SS/CI) working 
group is something the subcommittee should take on. 
 
David Applegate (USGS) suggested that forming a SS/CI working group could be a good 
opportunity to review and assess how Grand Challenges for Disaster Reduction Implementation 
Plans are actually implemented.   
 
Margaret McCalla (NOAA) asked what the terms of reference, purpose and deliverables of this 
working group would be. 
 
Jon Kolak (OSTP) thought these questions would be flushed out in the terms of reference drafting 
process. 
 
Jamie Rhome (NOAA) stated that current efforts to reduce the risk of SS/CI are often duplicated and 
lack coordination.  
 
Margaret Davidson (NOAA) opined that the Federal community has not worked as a team to address 
implementation of SS/CI risk reduction efforts.  She noted that the DHS Science and Technology 
crosscutting plan on storm surge is more specific than the Grand Challenges for Disaster Reduction 
Implementation Plan: Coastal Inundation.    
 
Jon Kolak (OSTP) stated that OSTP has held conversations regarding the establishment of a storm 
surge/coastal inundation working group and is ready to support the SDR if it decides to undertake the 
effort.  He recommended that members start conversations within their agencies about who might 
serve on the working group. 
 
As a way to get the formal process going, David Applegate (OSTP) invited anyone interested in 
drafting the SS/CI working group terms of reference to contact him or the SDR Secretariat 
(ewallace@grs-solutions.com).  Applegate also asked members to identify other individuals within 
their agencies who might be interested.   
 
Sezin Tokar (USAID) thought that standing up a SS/CI working group would offer good 
opportunities to link with related international efforts and therefore, would also be timely. 
 
Sheila Duwadi (DOT) commented that the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) is particularly 
interested in hurricane impacts on bridges as well as the need to develop better bridge safety 
standards.  
 
Jon Kolak (OSTP) updated members on progress made by the WindHRP Working Group to produce 
a Congressionally-mandated Windstorm Impact Reduction Program Biennial Progress Report for 
Fiscal Years 2007-2008.  Kolak congratulated the agencies on a good job of pulling together 
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initial reports for the most recent teleconference, held February 23rd.  He noted that WindHRP 
members will be working to fine tune the agency contributions in advance of the next 
teleconference on March 13th.   
 
Kolak (OSTP) reported that the Grand Challenges for Disaster Reduction Implementation Plan: 
Space Weather and the SDR’s Guidance to NOAA on Satellite Resolution Requirements are on 
indefinite hold at OSTP and would let members know when things get rolling again. 
 
Kolak (OSTP) noted that OSTP’s review of the SDR NSTC Survey Response has not yet 
commenced but would hopefully begin shortly. 
 
Kolak (OSTP) reported that the President has named Sherry Abbott as OSTP Associate Director for 
Environment.  He noted that OSTP is being reorganized to include four associate directors – one for 
each NSTC Committee.  Kolak also expected each director to assume a greater leadership role within 
his/her respective committee than was customary under the former OSTP structure. 
 
VI. Outstanding ISDR Items 
David Applegate (USGS) stated that Dennis Wenger is presently working on a draft memo for the 
Department of State and is waiting for input from members about agency inactions with ISDR.  
Members should send comments by Monday, March 9th to Dennis Wenger (dwenger@nsf.gov) so he 
can draft and send the memo to Cari Enav (State), who will be attending the ISDR 1st Session of the 
Regional Platform for Disaster Risk Reduction in the Americas, March 16th—19th in Panama City, 
Panama.   
 
Cari Enav (State) announced that in preparation for the meeting in Panama City, the ISDR has sent 
her a questionnaire, which she asked SDR members to help her answer.  The SDR Secretariat will 
draft strawman answers to these questions and circulate the document to members on Friday, March 
6th.  Members should return comments by Monday, March 9th to the SDR Secretariat (ewallace@grs-
solutions.com).  Enav noted that the Panama City meeting in March will set the stage for the ISDR-
wide meeting in Geneva in June.  
 
Enav (State) reported that Margarita Wahlström (UN/ISDR) wants to come meet with the SDR but is 
unsure about the timing of her prospective visit.  Enav also asked members for input as to whether it 
would be worthwhile for Margarita to call upon and chat with the acting administrators of their 
agencies.  Cari can be reached at EnavCR@state.gov. 
 
VII. Update: Disasters Roundtable of the National Academies  
David Applegate (USGS) introduced Bill Hooke and Lauren Alexander Augustine of the National 
Academies Disasters Roundtable (DR).   
 
William H. Hooke has served as chair of the Natural Disasters Roundtable Steering Committee since 
2002.  He is a Senior Policy Fellow and the Director of the Atmospheric Policy Program at the 
American Meteorological Society (AMS) in Washington, DC.  Prior to arriving at AMS in 2000, 
Hooke worked for the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) and antecedent 
agencies for 33 years.  After six yeas of research with NOAA he moved into a series of Propagation 
Laboratory Atmospheric Studies Branch, Director of NOAA’s Environmental Sciences Group (now 
the Forecast Systems Lab), Deputy Chief Scientist, and Acting chief Scientist of NOAA.  Between 
1993 and 2000, he held two national responsibilities: Director of the U.S. Weather Research Program 
Office, and Chair of the interagency Subcommittee for Natural Disaster Reduction of the National 
Science and Technology Council Committee on Environment and Natural Resources.  Hooke was a 
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faculty member at the University of Colorado from 1967 to 1987, and served as a fellow of two 
NOAA Joint Institutes (CIRES, 1971-1977; CIRA 1987-2000).  The author of over fifty refereed 
publications and co-author of one book, Hooke holds a B.S. (Physics Honors) form Swarthmore 
College (1964), and S.M. (1966) and PhD (1967) from the University of Chicago.  He was elected a 
member of the American Philosophical Society in 2006. 
 
David Applegate (USGS) recalled the longstanding, close relationship between the SDR and 
Disasters Roundtable (DR) and noted that the Grand Challenges for Disaster Reduction began life as 
a Roundtable workshop.  Applegate informed members that he understood Hooke would be stepping 
down as Chair of the Roundtable Steering Committee and used the opportunity to congratulate Bill 
on a productive chairmanship, observe that his shoes would be tough to fill, and comment that he 
would be missed. 
 
Bill Hooke (DR) thanked Applegate for his remarks.  He then joked that progress happens one 
retirement at a time.  Hooke announced that Jack Harrald, Director of The George Washington 
University Institute for Crisis, Disaster, and Risk Management will take over the chairmanship in 
June.  Dr. Harrald is a Professor of Engineering Management and Systems Engineering in the GWU 
School of Engineering and Applied Science, a member of the National Research Council Disasters 
Roundtable Steering Committee, and a former Coast Guard Officer.   
 
Hooke (DR) then introduced Lauren Alexander Augustine, Director of the Disasters Roundtable at 
the National Academies in the Division of Earth and Life Studies and Country Director in the 
Academies’ African Science Academy Development Initiative.  Dr. Alexander Augustine worked at 
the US Geological Survey in the Water Resources Division doing hydrogeomorphic research in 
Coastal Plain wetlands.  She came to the National Academies in 2002 as a study director for the 
Water Science and Technology Board in the National Research Council and directed many studies on 
a range of topics, including Texas instream flows, endangered species in the Klamath and Platte 
River Basins, and forest hydrology.  Dr. Alexander Augustine received her B.S. in applied 
mathematics and systems engineering and her Masters degree in environmental planning and policy 
from the University of Virginia; she completed her Ph.D. from Harvard University in an 
interdisciplinary program that combined hydrology, geomorphology, and ecology. 
  
Hook (DR) then turned the floor over to Lauren noting that he would pick up on some international 
themes after her update. 
 
Lauren Alexander Augustine (DR) thanked David Applegate and SDR members for the opportunity 
to update them on the Disasters Roundtable’s current work and, in particular, its recent workshop, 
“Cascading Disasters: How Disasters Unfold,” held on February 26th in Irvine, California.  Alexander 
Augustine noted that the Disasters Roundtable has three locations: Washington, DC; Woods Hole, 
Massachusetts; and Irvine, California.  She allowed that Irvine was a challenging location to hold a 
workshop because of its distance from many policymakers in Washington, D.C.  Alexander 
Augustine commented that the Irvine audience, which was heavily weighted towards practitioners, 
academics, and first responders, contrasted with those typically drawn by the Washington workshops.  
A chief rationale of holding the workshop in Irvine was to capitalize on the lessons and energy of 
The Great Southern California ShakeOut.  
 
Alexander Augustine (DR) provided members with a handout that included the Irvine workshop 
agenda and bios of the speakers (see Appendix A).  She explained that the workshop investigated 
how disasters progress and may cascade into multi-disaster catastrophes.  Starting at the benchmark 
“time(t) = zero,” panelists and participants studied the incremental stages of unfolding disasters by 
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examining specific, critical moments in time, or “freeze frames,” to acquire a clearer picture of 
causality.  Alexander Augustine explained that advances in technology, modeling, and social science 
have made this type of examination more useful for the disaster risk reduction professional by 
illuminating potential opportunities to intervene and limit losses.   
 
Alexander Augustine (DR) informed members that a workshop report will be available on the 
Disasters Roundtable website (http://dels.nas.edu/dr/) in a few months.  In addition to a 15-20 page 
report (the format Roundtable reports have traditionally followed), the highlights of the Irvine 
workshop will also be captured in a glossy 4 page brief.  Alexander Augustine stated that the 
Roundtable will be looking for feedback and will tailor future reports according to which format(s) 
people prefer.   
 
Bill Hooke (DR) commented that the workshops are not designed to produce official 
recommendations, but often serve as a forum to tee up ideas that are not quite ready for study in the 
Roundtable’s more formal committee process.  Hooke also offered another perspective, stating that 
the topics chosen for the workshops are, in a way, proto-recommendations for future committee 
study.  The Disasters Roundtable Steering Committee is composed of 16 members, including ex-
officio members and representatives from academia.        
 
Alexander Augustine (DR) noted that the idea driving the Irvine workshop was to give academics 
and sociologists a window into making better models.  She also commented that the extent of instant 
messaging on Twitter and Blackberry-like devices was an interesting and illuminating phenomenon 
for the workshop participants, who were surprised to see real-time information disseminated through 
these networks competing with official websites. 
 
Alexander Augustine (DR) shed light on the novelty of the Irvine workshop.  While opportunities for 
disaster risk reduction professionals to meet and interact in Washington, DC are many, elsewhere in 
around the country they are fewer and farther between.  In this vein, she noted that one hallmark of 
the Irvine workshop was the particularly energetic interaction that occurred between practitioners and 
academics.   
 
Alexander Augustine (DR) informed members that the Disasters Roundtable typically produces three 
workshops per year and expected 2009 to be no different.  The Roundtable will hold its next 
workshop (No. 25) – on the socio-economic distress disasters place on children – on June 25th, 2009, 
in Washington, DC, at the Kaiser Family Foundation, which has the ability to broadcast 
internationally.  Alexander Augustine noted that the non-profit organization Save the Children has 
expressed interest in partnering with the Roundtable for the event.   
 
Alexander Augustine (DR) noted that the Roundtable is looking to focus its 26th Workshop on the 
role of science and technology in disaster risk reduction.  She specified that the National Academies 
is interested in exploring this topic with the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) and 
the Department of Homeland Security (DHS).  Alexander Augustine stated that the Roundtable is 
considering the topic of “international disasters” for its 27th Workshop.  She also touched upon the 
vulnerability of Federal facilities as a possible future topic.   
 
Bill Hooke (DR) stated that future workshop topics might also include Earth observations and 
climate change resiliency. 
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Noting that the SDR is a central part of the Roundtable’s target audience, Lauren Alexander 
Augustine (DR) invited members to follow up with her (Laugustine@nas.edu or 202-334-2243) with 
ideas for future workshop topics, feedback on the Roundtable holding future workshops outside 
Washington, DC, and updates on agency activities related to disaster risk reduction. 
 
Lisa Burg (NGB) stated that the Department of Defense (DOD) was conducting a critical infra-
structure program to investigate scenarios including loss of water, electricity, and other vital services.  
 
Lauren Alexander Augustine (DR) stated that the DOD was not currently represented on the 
Disasters Roundtable Steering Committee and suggested she and Captain Burg speak offline about 
DOD coming onboard.   
 
Bill Hooke (DR) reinforced Lauren’s earlier points and comments.  He noted that disasters and, in 
particular, Hurricane Katrina and its fallout have significantly affected the national psyche in recent 
years.  Hooke commented that the assumption that Americans would get behind any community 
challenged by such a disaster had proved illusory and that the U.S. could not afford another letdown.   
 
Hooke (DR) also noted an opportunity to revitalize international relations based on engagement to 
reduce disaster risk abroad.   
 
Hooke (DR) stated that the International Council for Science (ICSU) – comprised of 30 international 
science organizations and 110 foreign entities similar in makeup to the National Academies – has 
been asking the fundamental question of why despite increasing knowledge of disasters, losses from 
them continue to clime.  He urge members to read the ICSU Integrated Research on Disaster Risk 
(IRDR) science plan (www.icsu.org/3_mediacentre/GA_29.html) and consider participating as well 
as ways their agencies might contribute to it. 
 
David Applegate (USGS) asked about the relationship between the ICSU and the United Nations 
International Strategy for Disaster Reduction (ISDR). 
 
Bill Hooke (DR) stated that the ISDR is a participant at ICSU meetings, underscoring the close 
relationship between the two organizations. 
 
Cari Enav (State) noted that she had received a survey from the ISDR in preparation for the1st 
Session of the Regional Platform for Disaster Risk Reduction in the Americas.  The SDR Secretariat 
will provide strawman answers to the questionnaire and circulate them to members for comments.  
Members should send comments to Emily Wallace (ewallace@grs-solutions.com) by C.O.B. 
Monday, March 9th.    
 
David Applegate (USGS) thanked Bill Hooke and Lauren Alexander Augustine for attending the 
meeting and updating SDR members on events at the Disasters Roundtable. 
 
IX. Adjournment 
The meeting adjourned at 11:45 a.m. 
 
X. Future Meetings 
The SDR meets on the first or second Thursday of every month from 10 a.m. to 12 p.m. unless 
otherwise noted.  The next meeting of the SDR, originally scheduled for April 2nd, has been 
moved to Tuesday, March 31st.   
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XI.  Agenda Items and Other Communications with the Subcommittee 
Please send proposed agenda items and any other items intended for distribution to the full 
Subcommittee to Emily Wallace (ewallace@grs-solutions.com). 
 
XII.  Contact Information SDR Leadership 
David Applegate, Chair, 703-648-6714, applegate@usgs.gov 
Margaret Davidson, Vice Chair, 843-740-1220, Margaret.davidson@noaa.gov 
Dennis Wenger, Vice Chair, (703) 292-8606, dwenger@nsf.gov 
 
Secretariat 
Emily Wallace, 703-560-7448, ewallace@grs-solutions.com 
 
XIII. Summary of March Actions 
Action Lead By When 
Send comments on attached draft U.S. answers to 
the attached UNISDR Regional Platform Survey to 
Emily Wallace (ewallace@grs-solutions.com). 

SDR Members C.O.B. March 9, 2009 

Send a summary of any agency activity related to 
ISDR to Dennis Wenger (dwenger@nsf.gov).   

SDR Members C.O.B., March 9, 2009 

Send nominations to the ad hoc committee that will 
draft a terms of reference for a new SDR working 
group on storm surge/coastal inundation to Emily 
Wallace (ewallace@grs.solutions.com). 

SDR Members March 18, 2009. 

Let Emily know if you are interested in funding the 
National Research Council Study on Measuring 
Community Resiliency. 

SDR Members ASAP 

Let Emily know if you are interested in attending 
the Annual Hazards Workshop in Boulder 
(ewallace@grs-solutions.com). 

SDR Members ASAP 

Review and edit titles on OMB MAX. SDR Members ASAP 
Send David Applegate (applegate@usgs.gov) 
and/or Emily Wallace (ewallace@grs-
solutions.com) speaker suggestions for the Annual 
Hazards Research and Applications Planning 
Workshop plenary sessions.  

SDR Members ASAP 

SDR financial support: Contact Dave 
(applegate@usgs.gov) if you would like a 
personalized support request letter to your agency. 

SDR Members Standing  

Contact Emily (ewallace@grs-solutions.com) to 
receive copies of the Grand Challenges for 
Disaster Reduction Implementation Plan packets or 
CD. 

SDR Members Standing  

Let Emily or Dave know how you use the 
implementation plans, including when you link to 
the plans from your agency websites. 

SDR Members Standing  

Send Emily or Dave additional distribution 
suggestions, including relevant contact 
information. 

SDR Members Standing  

Coordinate a CODE briefing to the SDR. Secretariat Spring 2009 

March 31, 2009 
May 7, 2009 
June 4, 2009  

July 2, 2009 
August 6, 2009  
September 3, 2009 

October 1, 2009  
November 5, 2009 
December 3, 2009 
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XIV. Appendix A 
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